Cabaret (1985) by San Jose State University, Theatre Arts
San Jose State University
SJSU ScholarWorks
Productions 1980-1989 Theatre Productions
Spring 5-3-1985
Cabaret (1985)
San Jose State University, Theatre Arts
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/productions_1980s
Part of the Theatre and Performance Studies Commons
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Theatre Productions at SJSU ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Productions 1980-1989 by an authorized administrator of SJSU ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact scholarworks@sjsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
San Jose State University, Theatre Arts, "Cabaret (1985)" (1985). Productions 1980-1989. Book 41.
http://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/productions_1980s/41

If you're a sucker for an old fashioned, sentimental love story (who isn't?), Cabaretwill 
tempt you to sigh and reach for your hankie. (If you have forgotten your hankie, an 
usher will provide you with enough kleenex to get you through the second act.) Yes, 
Cabaret is filled to the teary-eyed brim with pure schmaltz. Sentiment, however, is not 
the key to this play's greatness, and it is, indeed, one of the masterworks of the American 
musical theatre. Rather, it is the unusual interplay of styles and ideas that has intrigued 
audiences of both the stage and film versions. Juxtaposed against the love element we 
are treated to hilarious political satire and penetrating glimpses of the growing horror 
of Hitlerism in pre-war Germany. Cabaret is about anti-Semitism, the decadence of 
modern urban society, desperation, and the destruction of humanitarian values by the 
disease of Nazi dictatorship. Weaving schmaltz and social commentary together are a 
dozen of the finest songs ever written for the stage. These are tunes filled with humor 
and meaning, the kind of catchy, memorable numbers you can hum on theway home 
from the theatre. Which brings us to that final element which has endeared this play to 
audiences for more than twenty years-its good natured sexuality. Cabaret is, alas, 
raunchy. So if you do not enjoy good-looking men and women, scantily clad and strutting 
their stuff through terrific songs and dances, you should maybe close your eyes every 
time the wickedly stylized Emcee appears in the spotlight. 
One final note. It would be a mistake to compare this stage version with the film 
adaptation starring Liza Minelli and Joel Grey. There is only vague similarity between 
the stories, and even the characterizations, especially of Sally Bowles, bear little re-
semblance to those in the film. Those of you who are fans of the movie (as I am), please 
sit back and enjoy the different approaches taken by the stage play. In many aspects 
the stage version is markedly superior to the better-known film. It is richer, warmer, more 
human, and rings truer. 
l?f)l?~l2T _J~~I\1~~ (DIRECTOR) has acted 
and directed with such groups as the Performing 
Arts Foundation of New York the Gallivanting Inspi-
ration Group, the California Actors Theatre, Chil-
dren's Theatre Workshop, and The San Jose Stage 
Company. His recent directing projects include 
Equus, The Mound Builders, and Who's Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? As an actor Jenkins has performed 
major Shakespearean roles of Oberon (Midsum-
mer Nighfs Dream), Richard Ill, and Mercutio 
(Romeo and Julie~ as well as numerous roles rang-
ing from Sophoclean Tragedy to Pinter Absurd-
ism. He received his Ph.D. from Florida State Univer-
sity and has been on the faculty at SJSU since 
1975. Jenkins now holds the position of Director of 
Theatre. 
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MICiiA.I:L WI:ST (Musical Director) has been active in music and theatre 
since childhood. He has performed extensively in musicals, concerts, clubs, 
recordings, and network television. Mike is a specialist in jazz, popular and 
avant garde vocal techniques. Prior to joining the jazz studies faculty at SJSU 
in 1979, Mike was Assistant Director of Vocal Music Activities at the University 
of California at Berkeley, where he founded the Cal Jazz Choir. The San Jose 
State Jazz Singers, under Mr. Wesfs direction, has become one of the forerun-
ners in collegiate vocal jazz circles. The group has been honored with an 
appearance at the Montreaux Jazz Festival in Switzerland this July. Mike's 
musical direction credits at SJSU include Aesop's Fables, Fiddler on the Roof, 
and Man of La Mancha. as well as this year's production of Cabaret. 
4_Niilljf:TTI: M4.C[)()Iillj4.L[) (Choreographer) recieved her BA and MA de-
grees from University of California, Berkeley, with an emphasis in Dance Ethnol-
ogy; her specialty is historical and contemporary jazz, tap, and Afro-Caribbean 
Dance forms. She has also studied dance at the Mary Wigman School of 
Dance in Berlin, Germany, and the Laban Art Movement Studio, Surrey, England. 
She is a member of Screen Actors Guild and has appeared in numerous 
television episodes. Annette conducted an original research on the Caribbean 
island of Carriacou. She has produced/directed award winning dance films 
including films of dance troups in West Africa. At San Jose State University 
Annette has participated in all aspects of the dance program as a professor, 
choreographer, dancer, actress and lecturer in both the Theatre Arts and 
Anthropology departments. She has choreographed Grease and Wild West 
Women directed the Afro-Caribbean Dance Troupe, and recently choreog-
raphed and performed "Body Music" by Keith Terry. 
I:LIZAUI:Tii M. V()llillj[)f:XTI:l? (Costume and Makeup Designer) is an 
Associate Professor teaching both Costume and Makeup Design. While at 
SJSU Betty has designed such shows as Dracula, Fiddler on the Roof, The Good 
Woman of Setzuan, The Cherry Orchard Country Wife, and Man of La Mancha. 
This season her work has been seen in The Male Animal, Antigone, and Peck's 
Bad Girls. Betty has also designed for the Alley Theatre in Houston, the Ohio 
Valley Summer Theatre, the University of Santa Clara, and the San Jose Reper-
tory Company. She recently designed costumes for San Jose Civic Light 
Opera's production of TheVre Playing Our Song. 
J()N 1\l?A.tif:lilljiJUiiL (Lighting Designer) is a senior in the Theatre Arts Depart-
ment. He has previously desinged lights for SJSU's productions of Loose Ends, 
Xt. Deb, and this season's Terra Nova. Jon has worked as a theatre technician, 
including a position as Assistant Lighting Designer at Opera San Jose. He has 
also worked as an electrician at the Colorado Shakespeare Festival, the Sum-
mer Repertory Theatre in Santa Rosa, and The Old Globe Theatre in San Diego. 
Jon has recently assumed the SJSU position of Master Electrician. 
I ·A.UL ~\AiilljCtii:STI:l? (Scenic Designer) is a senior in the Theatre Arts De-
partment. He has previously designed sets for San Jose Children's Musical 
Theatre, Gilroy Community Theatre, and SJSU's production of Ondine. Paul has 
also designed costumes, worked as a Graphic Artist, assisted Professional 
Scenic Designer Ken Holamon, worked as a Scenic Artist, illustrated a children's 
book, Eggbert. the Magical Egg, appeared in over nine musicals, and played 
the part of Michael Barnes in this season's The Male Animal. Paul was chosen 
as the 1984-85 Outstanding Student/Researcher/Artist in Drama at SJSU. This 
summer he will be a Scenic Designer for the Summer Shakespeare festival at 
the Paul Masson Mountain Winery. 
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Rehearsal Pianist ..... .... ... ... ... .. ......... ........................ ...... .. ... .... .... ... ... .... .. Diana Redfern 
Scenery Construction Crew ... .......... ....... .. ... Steve Burright, Mark Covington, Martha Crouser, 
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